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Attendance was at 27,429 – running just 
slightly lower than 2008 and a substantial 
increase from 2007. This signifies that even 
in a downturn economy, the demand for an 
industry event such as HIMSS09 is still critical.
  
HIMSS09 attracted more C-level executives 
than in 2008

44% of attendees were first-timers; bringing 
fresh/new buyers to the exhibition.

75% of attendees were decision makers and 
influencers 

Conference 
Highlights



HIMSS09 was held at a time when there were dramatic transformations happening in 

healthcare IT: a new “pro HIT” administration for advancing EMR Adoption, Interoperability, 

Standards, Privacy & Security and more…more than $19 billion ARRA dollars that would 

help progress healthcare IT…a downturn in the economy, driving the market to obtain even 

more reduced costs and streamlined processes…an even more critical need for education, 

certification and technology solutions. 

HIMSS09 was the epicenter for critical information transfer, discussions and exploration. 

The excitement to learn and the motivation to explore could be found everywhere at this 

leading industry event…  

At the Epicenter of Change, 
Transformation and Growth

300 education sessions addressing the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act of 2009, EMRs, privacy & security, quality, patient safety, 

interoperability, public policy initiatives and the hottest industry topics 

900 exhibitors demonstrating cost-effective product solutions designed for 

today’s shrinking budgets

The Interoperability Showcase where attendees could create and 

manage their own virtual health record – in real-time

Timely and relevant keynote speakers – Dennis Quaid, Alan 

Greenspan, George Halvorson and Jerry Linenger

Former Chairman of the Federal 
Reserve, Alan Greenspan discussed 
issues concerning healthcare costs 
and privacy and security. 

HIMSS09 Chicago 

Dennis Quaid, actor and a 
HIMSS09 Keynote, addresses an 
auditorium filled with attendees 
about patient safety issues. 

Fun, food and networking at the 
rockin’ Tuesday Night Event!

The HIMSS09 Exhibition dazzled attendees with 
innovative, yet practical product solutions. 
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Work Focus
A large percentage of the HIMSS09 attendees had a work focus in IT Infrastructure, Clinical Systems, 
Leadership Management and eCommerce/eHealth. 

Telecommunications

Security/Confidentiality/Privacy

Reengineering/Performance Improvement

Medical Staff Service

Leadership Management

Legal Aspects of Healthcare

IT Infrastructure

Internet/Intranet

Financial Management

E-Commerce/E-Health

Clinical Systems

Case Management

Work Site
Healthcare consulting firms and ambulatory were among the areas demonstrating slight 
increases. The majority of the attendees were from the Hospital, Multi-Hospital Systems and 
Integrated Delivery Systems.

Academic Institution

Ancillary Clinical Service Provider

Ambulatory Care Facility

Fed, Nat, State, Reg, Municipal or Local Gov't

Healthcare Consulting Firm

Home Healthcare Org

Hospital, Multi-Hospital System, Integrated Delivery

Financial, Legal, Investment Firm

Long Term Care Facility

Other - Specify

Payor, Insurance Company, Managed Care

Vendor

Professional Level
There were increases in executive level attendance, including a 2% increase for CEOs, Chairmen, Presidents, Executive 
Directors, Administrators and Group Practice Managers. Other professional titles in attendance were on par with 2008 – 
a record-breaking year. 

CEO, Chairman, Pres, Exec Dir, Adm, Group Practice Mgr

COO, Exec VP, Sr VP, VP, Gen Mgr, Asst Administrator

CFO, VP/Finance, Finance Director, Controller

VP/Dir/Mgr of other Admin/Financial Depts

Senior Staff/Staff

Other - Specify

CMO, CMIO, Medical Director, Chief of Staff

CNO, CNIO, VP/Director of Nursing

Manager of Nursing

Clinicians (Physician, Nurse, Pharmacist)

Chief/Dir/Mgr of other Clin Dept/Lab Srv/Pharm

IT, Business Consultant

Professor/Educator

Student

Programmers/Developers

Marketing & Sales

Government Employee/Public Servant

Non-Management

CIO, CTO, VP of IT/IS/MIS/Network

Dir/Mgr Data Processing/MIS

CSO, Dir/Mgr Info Security/Site Security

Director/Manager of other IT Dept

Systems Analyst

Dir/Mgr Network, Internet, Intranet, Telecom,Call Center

Dir/Mgr of Management Engineering

Organizational Budget
Nearly  30% of organizations in attendance at HIMSS09 have a budget of 
$500 million to more than $1 billion. 

Purchasing Authority
75% of attendees contribute to the decision making for major 
purchases – slightly ahead of 2008. 

Departmental Budget
Budgets stayed within a couple percentages of 2008’s numbers. 

 Decision maker
 Decision influencer
 Not Applicable

 Less than $100 million
 $101 million to $500 million
 $500 million to $1 billion
 Greater than $1 billion

 $1.1 million to $10 million
 Greater than $50 million
 $10 million to $50 million
 Greater than $1 billion

25%

Strong Statistics for HIMSS09

48%

23%

40.8%

18%

32.5%

8.3%8.3%
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